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MYTH: Bactrim cannot be used as
monotherapy for nonpurulent skin
and soft tissue infections (SSTI)

NOT TRUE! Organisms of concern: Streptococcus spp.

, + + + +
Here's why:
« Sulfamethoxazole-Trimethoprim (Bactrim) disrupts T+ A
folic acid synthesis & utilization. + + + +
. + + + +
« This prevents the biosynthesis of the nucleic acid
thymidine by bacteria and causes them to die. (
» Some species of Strep, including S. Pyogenes, are ‘\
able to utilize exogenous sources of thymidine to

continue their life cycle. ﬁ 1T =

« Guess what? The laboratory media that was originally
used to test Strep spp. susceptibility to Bactrim
contained thymidine - therefore the bacteria were
able to use it and did not die!

« When tested using thymidine-depleted media, all
370 S. pyogenes isolates tested were highly
susceptible to Bactrim!

TRUTH: Bactrim can be used
as monotherapy for

nonpurulent skin and soft

tissue infections (SSTI)



